
 

AGENDA 
CITY OF CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2019 

5:55 PM AT CITY HALL 

 

 
 
 

1. Wheat Pasting Murals in Cedar Falls by Fortepan Iowa.  
(40 Minutes) 

2. Bills & Payroll. 
(5 Minutes) 
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 

City of Cedar Falls 
220 Clay Street 
Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613 
Phone: 319-273-8600 
Fax: 319-273-8610 
www.cedarfalls.com 

 

MEMORANDUM 
Planning & Community Services Division 

  

   

 

 

 
 
 
 

 TO: Honorable Mayor James P. Brown and City Council 

 FROM: Karen Howard, Planning & Community Services Manager 

 DATE: September 12, 2019 

 SUBJECT: COW Presentation - Wheat-Pasting Murals in Cedar Falls by Fortepan Iowa 
 
 

 
Fortepan Iowa is an open source, curated repository of photos taken by ordinary Iowans during 
the 19th and 20th centuries.  Fortepan Iowa is seeking permission to install several wheat-
pasted murals using large scale copies of some of these photos on buildings in Cedar Falls.  
Their first installation is proposed in the College Hill business district as a part of the UNI 
Homecoming festivities on October 5. In future they anticipate working with Community Main 
Street for additional installations in downtown Cedar Falls.   
 
Since both the effort to collect and curate historic photos of everyday life in Iowa and the 
proposal to use some of those photos for unique public art installations in Cedar Falls may be of 
broad community interest, staff suggested to representatives from Fortepan Iowa that they make 
a presentation to the City Council during your Committee of the Whole meeting on September 
16.  UNI professor, Bettina Fabos, and graduate student and wheat-pasting expert, Isaac 
Campbell, will be making the presentation. Their request for permission to install murals in the 
College Business District for UNI homecoming is also on your formal meeting agenda for 
approval. They are working with the College Hill Partnership and several property owners to 
identify specific locations for the murals and to select the appropriate images from the archive. 
 
While it is typical for a copy of the powerpoint presentation to be forwarded to the Council ahead 
of the meeting, the representatives from Fortepan are still working with the local businesses and 
with the Partnership on the details of the proposal, so it was not possible to include the 
presentation with your information packet. It is anticipated that they will have the specific 
locations and images identified in time for your meeting on Monday.  
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